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been engaged for a long time in attempting to find the irrational roots of an equation of any degree, by eliminating the intermediate terms and reducing it to the form xn-=A, and that he was persuaded that in this manner the complete solution of the general equation of the nth degree could be effected. This method of transformation of the general equation dates back to Tschirnhausen and is found as "Nova methodus etc." in the Leipziger Ada eruditorum of the year 1683. In the equation
Tschirnhausen places
the elimination of x from these two equations gives likewise an equation of the nth degree in y, in which the undetermined coefficients a, /), y, . . . can so be taken as to give the equation in y certain special characteristics, for example, to make some of the terms vanish. From the values of y, the values of x are determined. By this method the solution of equations of the 3rd and 4th degrees is made to depend respectively upon those of the 2nd and 3rd degrees ; but the application of this method to the equation of the 5th degree, leads to one of the 24th degree, upon whose solution the complete solution of the equation of the 5th degree depends.
Afterwards, also, toward the end of the seventeenth and the beginning of the eighteenth century, De Lagny,